
 

 

 

  

6th August 2018 
 
Hon Cameron Dick MP 
Membr for Woodridge 
Unit 1, 80 Wembley Road 
WOODRIDGE QLD 4114 
 
 
Dear Hon Cameron Dick MP, 

As you may be aware, an outbreak of Polio occurred in Papua New Guinea in late June 
this year. 

Over the last 30 years, there has been a global effort to eradicate this terrible disease, and 
with real progress being made, goal of eradication is closer than ever. 

Spinal Life Australia is a leading provider of therapy, supports and advocacy for people 
with spinal cord damage.  Some of the people we support are polio survivors who 
contracted polio during the last epidemics in Australia in the 1930s, 40’s and 50’s.  It is 
estimated that there are many tens of thousands of Australians who are polio survivors, 
and the impact of Polio is still being felt in the Australian community. 

With the last known case of polio in Australia being many years ago, vigilance is required 
to prevent the re-appearance of this disease in Australia.   

We are polio survivors and in our volunteer roles with Spinal Life Australia, we work to 
raise awareness of the Late Effects of Polio and the value of vaccination.  

We are concerned about the possibility that people travelling from Papua New Guinea to 
Australia may carry Polio to Australia, where it could infect unvaccinated children, causing 
lifelong disability. 
We call on our State and Commonwealth Government to co-ordinate and improve their 
efforts to ensure that Polio does not enter Australia.  Specifically, we call on all three levels 
of Government to: 

• Implement a mandatory vaccination program for people from Papua New Guinea 
wishing to visit Australia; 

• Increase monitoring efforts in Far North Queensland, including the Cairns airport, 
Horn Island airport and vessel entry points in the Torres Strait; 

• Conduct refresher training or similar to increase awareness amongst health 
practitioners, allied health practitioners; 

• Create and distribute culturally appropriate resources through the Indigenous 
Knowledge Centres (libraries) located in the Torres Strait; 

• Liaise with Local Government Authorities in the Torres Strait and the Torres Strait 
Regional Authority and encourage them to raise awareness of the need to 
vaccinate children in their communities, and to inform them of steps to be taken in 
the event of identification of polio in their community, and; 



 

 

 

  

• Distribute materials to Regional Indigenous Broadcasters (radios stations) in Far 
North Queensland, encouraging them to make community service announcements 
about polio and the need to vaccinate children and the need to remain vigilant. 

 

This is an important issue, and we strongly encourage you to raise the topic and introduce 
steps to protect Australians from a disease that is almost eradicated globally.  The costs of 
inaction may be huge, and long-lasting should Polio emerge as a reality once again.  
 

We are including for your further information, copies of material used by Spinal Life 
Australia to raise awareness in the community and to assist health professionals support 
Polio survivors. 
 

Should you require more information, please contact Ross Duncan, Executive Manager, 
Member Services on rduncan@spinal.com.au or by calling 0475 077 080. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
Robynne Clifton 
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Lyn Glover 
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Cathy Newman 
 

 
 
Bill Peacock OAM 

 

 
 
Joan Radanovic 
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Sandra Williams 

  

Volunteer organisers of Post Polio Support groups in Queensland 
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